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1919
SETTING THE SCENE

QLD HAD BEEN IN DROUGHT SINCE 1918. WAR HAD ENDED AND

SOLDIER SETTLEMENTS WERE ESTABLISHED.



1920
SUPPLY AND DEMAND

• QLD POP UP 19%

• AUSTRALIAN POP UP 15%

• FRUIT ACREAGE UP 60%

• FRUIT PRODUCTION UP 300%



BRING IT BACK!

UNDERCONSUMPTION, NOT OVERSUPPLY



CO-OPERATIVES AT THE TIME.

Queensland Citrus Growers' 
Association (also known as the 
Citrus Growers' Fruit Company) 

which later became the 
Queensland Industrial Fruit 

Trading Company (later known 
as the Queensland Fruit 

Industrial Trading Company):

Woombye Fruitgrowers' 
Association

Queensland Co-operative 
Fruitgrowers' Ltd

North Coast Fruitgrowers' 
Association (later called the 

Southern Queensland 
Fruitgrowers' Society):

Palmwoods, Montville, Buderim 
Amalgamated Fruitgrowers' 

Society Ltd
Bowen Fruit Export Company.



1923 HANSARD

"WHATEVER ELSE IS DONE FOR THE AGRICULTURALIST, IF PRICES

REMAIN UNPAYABLE AND MARKETING IS DISORGANISED LITTLE
ADVANTAGE WILL ACCRUE TO HIM FROM THE NEW ORGANISATION. 
THE STABILISATION OF PRICES AND A PARING OF THE MARGIN
BETWEEN PRODUCER AND CONSUMER IS DESIRABLE FROM THE
STANDPOINT OF BOTH THE AGRICULTURALIST AND THE GENERAL
PUBLIC".

MACGREGOR, DIRECTOR QLD COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE 1923



15TH NOVEMBER 2023 ASSENT

COD acts as a 
cooperative however 
no actual shares are 
issued to growers.

Instead, growers 
become 

shareholders when 
they sell through any 

of the COD floors, 
consigns fruit to 

factories through 
COD, purchase 

requisites

Example: 1945 
Financial year rebate 

was 33-1/3 % of 
commissions and the 

merchandising 
department a 4% 

rebate.



THE COD TEAM.

WITH AN OVERDRAFT OF 
$4000 WHICH FUNDS ITS 

ENTIRE FIRST YEAR IN 

OPERATION



1924



1928 COD PUBLISHES THE FIRST 

“FRUIT GROWERS GAZETTE”

“THE COMMITTEE HOPES, BY THIS MEANS [THE GAZETTE], TO ACQUAINT THE
GROWERS WITH ITS POLICY, AND BY EXPLAINING THE PROBLEMS AFFECTING OUR
INDUSTRY, TO OBTAIN A BETTER MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING. THE FACTS WILL BE
STATED IN THESE COLUMNS WITHOUT ANY BOOST OR BALDERDASH. IN FACT, 
EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO CONFINE THE COPY TO MATTER THAT WILL BE
INTERESTING, INSTRUCTIVE AND OF DEFINITE VALUE TO FRUIT GROWERS.”

(EXTRACT FROM FIRST ISSUE’S EDITORIAL, QUOTED BY CAMPBELL 1946, 161)



1929

QLD Government sells canning business to 
Victoria Cross Manufacturing Co.

Ballot of growers taken – 87.2% in 
favour to continue COD.

The Great Depression begins. 30% 
Unemployment



1925 

CHANGES 

TO THE ACT

"EVERYTHING INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION AND 

PACKING OF FRUIT FOR SALE, AND THE OFFERING 
THEREOF FOR SALE AND SELLING THEREOF, AND IN 

THE TRANSMISSION OF FRUIT FROM THE PRODUCER TO 
THE CONSUMER".



1923-1932 WORLD 

EVENTS

• 1923 – TOP SONG “WE HAVE NO BANANAS”

• 1923 – INVENTION OF VEGEMITE

• 1923 – CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE

• 1924 – KELLOGG’S START MAKING CORNFLAKES IN AUSTRALIA IN A RENTED FACILITY

• 1925 – FORD AUSTRALIA FOUNDED

• 1926 – ELECTRIC KELVINATOR FRIDGES IMPORTED TO AUSTRALIA FROM USA

• 1927 – PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS FOUNDED

• 1928 – ALL BRITISH WOMEN OVER THE AGE OF 21 CAN VOTE

• 1928 – KELLOGG’S SET UP FACTORY IN BOTANY

• 1929 – WALL STREET CRASH; BEGINNING OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION

• 1930 – PHAR LAP WINS THE MELBOURNE CUP

• 1931 - OVER 30% OF THE QUEENSLAND WORKFORCE WAS UNEMPLOYED DUE TO THE IMPACTS OF

THE DEPRESSION.

• 1932 – ABC FOUNDED (ORIGINALLY CALLED THE AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING COMMISSION, NOW

THE AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION)



THE 

DEPRESSION 
ERA 



1938-39

VICTORIA CROSS MANUFACTURING CO & COD ENTER 50/50 
AGREEMENT AND OPERATES AS “QUEENSLAND CANNERIES”



1943 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON FRUIT AND 

VEGETABLES

COD adds vegetables



1946

Victoria Cross Manufacturing Co. buys 
COD’s 50% stake in QLD Cannery for 

the face value of the shares:

Sale means 40,000 pounds went back 
to growers who mainly purchased 

certificates in COD Cannery

This is the year after the atomic bombs 
are dropped on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki



1947 COD BUILDS CANNERY IN 

NORTHGATE.



1947 DAILY MARKET 

AND CROP 

REPORTS



1948 CANNERY MAKES PROFIT

• 1948 – IN ITS FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION (1947-48), 
THE CANNERY REPORTED SALES OF 651,672 POUNDS, A
PROFIT OF 34,584 POUNDS, HANDLED 13,202 TONNES

OF PINEAPPLE, 1,166 TONNES OF OTHER FRUITS.

• 1950 – IN ITS THIRD YEAR OF OPERATION (1949-50), 
THE CANNERY REPORTED A PROFIT OF 159,915 POUNDS



1950

• COD LOCATED AT TURBOT STREET

TO OVERSEE THE SALE OF

PRODUCE.

• FIRST EDITION OF FRUIT & 
VEGETABLE NEWS.



1953-1962

THE RESEARCH ERA



1959 
AUSTRALIA 
DAY FLOAT



1964 CENTRAL MARKETS OPEN - ROCKLEA



Spray equipment
1965



1973 “50 YEARS OF COD”
ALWAYS GROWER-CENTRIC...

o “NOT ONLY DID THE C.O.D. CONCENTRATE ON BRINGING ABOUT
BETTER MARKETING OF THE STATE’S FRUIT HARVEST, BUT FOR THE
FIRST TIME GROWERS WHO, AS INDIVIDUALS, REMAINED UNHEARD IN
HIGH PLACES, HAD A VOICE, AND THEIR CASE COULD BE PLEADED BY
A REPRESENTATIVE BODY IN CIRCLES WHERE IT COUNTED.

o “THIS IMPORTANT PHASE OF THE C.O.D.’S ROLE OF LOOKING AFTER
THE GROWERS HAS NEVER BEEN LOST SIGHT OF BY THE
ADMINISTRATION. OFTEN ITS ACHIEVEMENTS FOR GROWERS, WHICH
HAVE BEEN GAINED QUIETLY AND UNOBTRUSIVELY, HAVE NOT BEEN
FULLY RECOGNIZED BY MANY IN THE INDUSTRY.

o “IT WOULD BE A WONDERFUL THING IF ALL FRUIT AND VEGETABLE
GROWERS COULD HEAR THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE. IN EVERY TOPIC DISCUSSED, IN EVERY MATTER DECIDED
ON, THE UPPERMOST THOUGHT IN MEMBERS’ MINDS IS ALWAYS, 
“WHAT WILL BE BEST FOR GROWERS.”

(PASSAGE FROM 50 YEAR MAGAZINE)





1974 FLOODS
ROCKLEA MARKETS



1980 
WE GOT INTO FLOWERS AND 

NURSERY



DPI 
APPLETHORPE 



1988 
DPI BOOK



1990 ANNUAL 

REPORT –

MENTION BY 

AUDITOR 

GENERAL



1991 FROM COD.... TO QFVG



1999



STATUTORY TO VOLUNTARY

Primary Industry Bodies Reform Bill 1999 (Qld) (PIB Reform Bill) moves QFVG from a 
compulsory levy membership base to a voluntary membership.

This change was initiated by the Queensland Government and was a consequence of the 
general trend of all governments to minimise their regulatory role in industry.

… Our restructure is now behind us and we are well poised for a successful future. The 
shackles of a statutory status have been removed, allowing us to be more responsive to 
our growers' needs and to provide a more practical and relevant service to industry. We 
have refocused our resources and are already achieving pleasing results.



2002 
STATE SELLS MARKETS BY WAY OF OPEN TENDER

Landacq – made up 
of 150 predominantly 

industry based 
shareholders bought 
the site for $74 million.

Landacq then 
changed its name to 

Brisbane Markets 
Limited. 



2003 END OF LEVIES

2004 GROWCOM



2014

Hort Innovation



2023

STRONG, 

LOUD AND 

BRAVE

CELEBRATE, 
EDUCATE, 

ADVOCATE.

We self proclaimed 2023 as the 

Year of Horticulture in QLD

We planted a pineapple farm in 

Queens Park

We blew up a 6m tall rabbit and 

gave away carrots in the scenic rim

We returned to the EKKA



PHOTOS OF THIS YEAR





SUMMARY OF THE 

CENTURY
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